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COUNTY OF LINCOLN
New Mexico
Regular Meeting
Board of County Commissioners
Preston Stone, Chair Thomas F. Stewart, Member
Dallas Draper, Vice Chair Elaine Allen, Member

Lynn Willard, Member
Minutes
Tuesday, May 16, 2017

Minutes of the Regular Mesting of the Lincoln County Commission held at 8:30 AM on May 16,
2017 in the County Commission Chambers, Lincoln County Courthouse, in Carrizozo, New
Mexico.

1. Call to Order

At the request of Chair Stone, Vice Chair Draper called the Regular Meeting of the Board of
County Commissioners to order at 8:30 AM.

2. Roll Call

Roll Call.
Present: Chair Stone, Commissioner Stewart, Commissioner Allen, Commissioner Draper,
Commissioner Willard.

Others present included Nita Taylor, County Manager; Alan Morel, County Attorney; and Rhonda
Burrows, County Clerk.

3. Invocation
The invocation was presented by Commissioner Draper.
4. Pledge of Allegiance

a. Pledge — US Flag
b. Salute — NM Flag

5. Approval of Agenda

Motion: Acceptance of the Agenda and authorized the Vice Chair to move items as necessary,
Action: Approve, Moved by Commissioner Stewart, Seconded by Commissioner Allen.

Vote: Motion carried by unanimous vote (summary: Yes = 5).

Yes: Chair Stone, Commissioner Stewart, Commissioner Allen, Commissioner Draper,
Commissioner Willard.

6. Approval of Minutes:

a) April 18, 2017 - Regular Commission Meeting
b) April 26, 2017 - Special Commission Meeting

Motion: Approve the minutes of the April 18, 2017 Regular Meeting and the April 26, 2017 Special
Meeting; Action: Approve, Moved by Commissioner Stewart, Seconded by Commissioner
Willard.

Vote: Motion carried by unanimous vote (summary: Yes = 5).

Yes: Chair Stone, Commissioner Stewart, Commissioner Allen, Commissioner Draper,
Commissioner Willard.

T Approval of Consent Agenda
a) Payroll/Accounts Payable/Budget/ Expenditures
b) Treasurer's Financial Report for the Month ending April 30, 2017

c) Carrizozo Soil and Water Conservation District Mill Levy Rate
d) Chaves Soil and Water Conservation District Mill Levy Rate
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Motion: Approval of the Consent Agenda, Action: Approve, Moved by Commissioner Stewart,
Seconded by Commissioner Allen.

Vote: Motion carried by unanimous vote {summary: Yes = 5).

Yes: Chair Stone, Commissioner Stewart, Commissioner Allen, Commissioner Draper,
Commissioner Willard.

SEE EXHIBIT A: Copies of the Consent items are attached hereto in reference thereto made a
part hereof.

8. Forest, Land and Natural Resources Matters:
a) Lincoln and Fort Stanton Historic Sites

Tim Roberts, Central Mountain Regional Manager reported over 1000 students had either visited
the historic sites or participated in outreach curriculum programs. Mr. Roberts informed a
Preservation Architect was hired through the Local Government Grant facilitated by Lincoin
County to develop a preservation plan. Mr. Roberts provided updates on current renovations
including work on the Torreon in Lincoin.

Mr. Roberts discussed the recent “Lincoln After Dark" tour and thanked the Sheriff's Department
for assistance with traffic control Mr. Roberts reminded of upcoming events including the first
annual San Juan Cultural Festival set for June 24, 2017.

Mr. Roberts informed the Bureau of Land Management planned to hold a public meeting to receive
comments on a project to develop trout fishery areas in the river area behind Lincoln.

b) Smokey Bear Ranger District

Anthony Sanchez of the Smokey Bear Ranger District reported on current thinning vegetation
projects including a project to thin vegetation on County Roads 72 and 72A in conjunction with
the Lincoln County Road Department. Mr. Sanchez also discussed thinning projects near
Grindstone Lake and Mescalero Lake to improve the Rio Ruidoso watershed.  Mr. Sanchez
stated the District had issued a scoping document for thinning of 100 acres in Baca Canyon. Mr.
Sanchez anticipated final decisions on the closure of approximately 23 abandoned mines in the
Smokey Bear Ranger District; on the installation of a non-potable water well at the Argentina Trail
Head; and the request from Otero County Electric to install a power line in the Baca Canyon Area.
Mr. Sanchez stated the District anticipated restoration work on the Southfork Campground would
proceed in cooperation with the City of Alamogordo. Mr. Sanchez also discussed numerous
youth engagement activities planned for the summer.

c) Cibola National Forest

Ms. Taylor reported the Mountainair Ranger District Collaborative Team would meet May 23, 2017
at the Edgewood Soil and Water Conservation District Office.

d) Community Forester

Rick Merrick, Community Forester stated he attended the second annual Fire Wise Meeting held
by the Ranches of Sonterra homeowners. Mr. Merrick reported the Eastern New Mexico
University — Ruidoso sponsored speaker series would focus next on the Lincoln National Forest
Plan Revision. Mr. Merrick stated he was still working with the manufacturer of the Air Curtain
Burner to conduct the required operational training.

e) Upper Hondo Soil and Water Conservation District

Laura Johnson, Program Director reminded the Upper Hondo had a scholarship program
available for graduating seniors from Hondo, Ruidoso, and Capitan High Schools for students
planning to pursue agricultural studies.

Ms. Johnson informed the Upper Hondo currently had vinegar available for the public to utilize in
management of noxious weeds. Ms. Johnson stated the Upper Hondo was seeking cost share
partners for the management of noxious weeds. Ms. Johnson stated the District had increased
the annual budget for cost share programs including the new water harvest cost share program.

f) Land and Natural Resources Advisory Committee (LANRAC)

Page 2 of 18



















































